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PHS MAKES US NEWS AND WORLD REPORT BEST 
HIGH SCHOOL RANKINGS AND DISTRICT NAMED 
A BEST COMMUNITY FOR MUSIC EDUCATION 

The District received two prestigious awards in this past month. 

US News and World Report named Piscataway High School in its 

2020 Best High Schools rankings. Piscataway was ranked within 

the top twenty percent of high schools nationwide. The breadth of 

college curriculum and number of AP courses offered plus number 

of AP tests taken and passed were among the top scoring areas 

for PHS. For the third consecutive year, the District overall was 

named a Best Community for Music Education by the NAMM 

Foundation. The Best Communities for Music Education designation 

is awarded to districts that demonstrate outstanding achievement in 

efforts to provide music access and education to all students. To 

qualify for the Best Communities designation, Piscataway answered 

detailed questions about funding, graduation requirements, music 

class participation, instruction time, facilities, and support for the 

music programs. Responses were verified with school officials and 

reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the University of 

Kansas. 

Piscataway High School’s Air Force JROTC was selected as 

one of 387 units nationwide to receive the 2019-2020 

AFJROTC Distinguished Unit Award. This award recognizes 

AFJROTC units that have performed well above and beyond 

normal expectations, and that have distinguished 

themselves through outstanding service to their school and 

community while meeting the Air Force JROTC citizen 

development mission for America. The objectives of the 

AFJROTC program are to educate and train high school 

cadets in citizenship and life skills; promote community service; instill responsibility, 

character, and self-discipline through character education, and to provide instruction in 

air and space fundamentals. Enrollment is open to high school students who are in the 

9th to 12th grades. 
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GMC 2019-2020 STUDENT ATHLETE AWARD WINNERS 

Every year, the Greater Middlesex Conference (GMC) honors two students from 

each school as Scholar Athletes, and two students for the Sportsmanship Award. 

This year’s Scholar Athletes are Cassidy Page, an A student and three season track 

athlete who will attend Rowan University for Biology, and Nathan Borges, who this 

year set a new Meet of Champions record for the 500 Freestyle in 

swimming, while maintaining a 96% GPA. He will attend Yale 

University this fall. Our Sportsmanship Award winners are Dana 

Ogilvie and Steven Hernandez. Dana played varsity for four 

years in soccer, winter track, and spring track and will attend 

the University of Scranton. Steven played both soccer and 

volleyball for PHS and will attend Rutgers University. 

Congratulations to these outstanding student athletes! 

Students at Grandview don't miss a beat as they continue their 

educational journey remotely. Teachers continue to plan creative 

lessons that engage their students while at home. Students in virtual 

Room 14 learned about the states of matter with Ms. Nickels as they 

made ice cream at home for an exciting (and delicious) science 

lesson! Students in Ms. Delair's virtual Room 36 learned what it 

means to be an "avid reader" and lose yourself in a good book as 

they continue to read deeply and nurture a love for reading. Keep up 

the great work! See more students in action in our remote learning 

scrapbook created by our immensely talented art teacher, Mr. Lee: 

https://youtu.be/o9zQUs-rhxQ 

EISENHOWER STUDENTS TAKE 
A VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP 

Digital Literacy 

students at 

Eisenhower 

took advantage 

of remote 

technology and 

took a virtual 

field trip to the 

Georgia 

Aquarium. They learned about sea life and that technology that 

allowed them to "visit" many places without leaving 

home.  Thanks to Ms. Park for arranging this field trip! 

GRANDVIEW GREATNESS 
SHINES ON 

WORLD LANGUAGE TEACHERS  
GET CREATIVE 

Our World 

Language 

teachers are 

finding many 

virtual ways to 

reach their 

students — 

sometimes 

partnering with other curriculum areas.  

At Eisenhower, Music and World Language team up to teach 

school spirit. 

And across the district, our elementary Spanish teachers step 

up to teach about the weather. 

https://youtu.be/o9zQUs-rhxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL7w2Pbiod4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL7w2Pbiod4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDUaUYBVWoQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDUaUYBVWoQ&feature=youtu.be


Volume 5 Issue 9 Page 3 

MEANWHILE, BACK AT KING 

To put a smile on the 

faces of the King 

School students and 

families and to simply 

entertain them, Dr. 

Gray and Ms. 

Blanshaft (and some 

special guests) created a series of original short videos entitled 

“Meanwhile Back at King.” It will offer a fun glimpse into some 

of the things that go on in the building when students aren’t 

around. A new video will be shared each Wednesday for the 

remainder of the school year. 

RANDOLPHVILLE’S VIRTUAL 
COUNSELING 

CONACKAMACK CELEBRATES 
CHARACTER 

Conackamack 

students may not be 

able to have breakfast 

together in the 

cafeteria, but that 

doesn’t stop them 

from celebrating 

students who show 

great character. Ms. 

Siegrist celebrated 

students who were nominated in the third marking period in 

video! Congratulations to these students! 

 

RANDOLPHVILLE STUDENTS 
LEARN DIMENSION 

Second grade students at Randolphville 

are learning to identify and describe three

-dimensional shapes according to the 

number of faces, edges, and vertices. 

Toothpicks make great edges 

while celery and fruits are 

perfect vertices. Students 

zoomed with their teacher and 

built shapes using things they 

had handy around the house. 

When they finished learning, 

they had a tasty snack! 

KING SCHOOL SPIRIT 

School buildings may be 

closed, but that doesn’t 

mean Spirit Days 

stopped.  Spirit days 

continue every Friday at 

King School, and pictures 

are posted on King’s 

virtual wall on 

Schoology. It’s a great 

way to keep the 

tradition alive while 

staying connected   

Dr. Emily Morgan, counselor 

at Randolphville, is creating 

virtual counseling lessons. 

This video discusses the self-

talk portion of the Zones of 

Regulation curriculum. Self-

talk is split up into the 

negative self-talk we use (our Inner Critics) and the positive 

self-talk we use (our Inner Coaches). The Randolphville staff, 

led by Ms. Reynolds, put together a video to remind the 

students that they are missed and that teachers look forward 

to seeing them again soon. 

COOKING WITH MS. J! 

Ms. Lisa Jarusiewicz 

keeps in touch with 

students, combining 

math with life skills,  

in her YouTube 

Cooking Course, 

Cooking with Ms. J. 

From roasted 

cauliflower to banana 

cake, Ms. J offers easy 

to follow instructions 

on her own YouTube 

channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=20&v=8rddZ7p-CTc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWQ-Zl_WVDg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B9zJm5JO2g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B9zJm5JO2g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B9zJm5JO2g&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHDuTTNWiyE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHDuTTNWiyE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsHC9JJbfiUdgJFK5i5oiLg/feed?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsHC9JJbfiUdgJFK5i5oiLg/feed?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsHC9JJbfiUdgJFK5i5oiLg/feed?app=desktop


 

 

 PHS STUDENTS RECREATE ART USING JUST THREE OBJECTS 

Students in Ms. Amme’s Drawing & 

Painting 2 Art Class are taking 

remote instruction to a new level by 

participating in The Getty Art 

Challenge. In recreating famous art 

using just three objects found at 

home, students first found 

inspiration in digitized artwork from  

Getty’s online collection. Then, using 

their found objects, they looked for 

the best light and background to 

recreate their poses. 

ARBOR-GRANDVIEW JUMPING 
JACK CHALLENGE 

 

THE LARAMIE PROJECT IS 
NOMINATED FOR AWARDS 

Congratulations to the PHS Drama Club on their nominations 

for the 2020 Theatre Night Awards at Montclair University for 

the 2019 Fall Play, The Laramie Project. Taylor Malone, Aspen 

Schafer, and Lea Rafisura all received nominations for this 

prestigious event. A virtual awards ceremony takes place this 

month. Thanks go to Mr. Yoson for this production. 

KNOLLWOOD KINDNESS 
CHALLENGE 

When Knollwood issued Kindness Challenge # 363 - Build an 

obstacle course for a family member—they knew it was a 

challenge the students would enjoy. These Knollwood 

students did an amazing job, combining creativity and physical 

fitness!  

Mr. Applegate and Mrs. 

Torok, Physical Education 

teachers at Arbor and 

Grandview, set an 

example for daily exercise 

when they teamed up for 

a YouTube Jumping Jack 

Challenge. This is one way 

our Physical Education 

teachers show students 

how to stay physically fit 

at home. 

JUMP AHEAD ACADEMIC 
ENRICHMENT ONLINE  

Jump Ahead Academic 

Enrichment gives students an 

opportunity to review key concepts 

and sample course material for the 

following school year. Classes this 

summer will be in a virtual format, 

using a personalized, web-based 

program guided by teacher-directed instruction through 

Schoology and Zoom. Classes run June 29 to August 6 - 

Monday to Thursday for six weeks. No classes are held on 

Fridays. There are two sessions available for registration, 

Session A runs from 8:45am 10:15am and Session B runs from 

10:30am 12:00pm. Each class costs $35.00 for six weeks of 

instruction.  

https://twitter.com/knollwoodroos/status/1257781141358116868
https://twitter.com/knollwoodroos/status/1257781141358116868
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-Ladypt2f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-Ladypt2f0

